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Peter van Onselen:
Bob, thanks for joining us. First question, we've got a lot to get to, Queensland election, your new party, protectionist policy versus free trade, but before we get to any of that, would you consider lending support to a government that Kevin Rudd led? 

Bob Katter:
I put out 20 points last time, that we needed for survival in North Queensland but we need those things for survival in Australia. I mean, they really weren't confined to us at all. And that's what we'll be doing next time. Now, if you want to speculate, there is no doubt that a lot of Kevin's thinking would be very similar to my thinking. Whether you're friends or not, I've got blokes I like a hell of a lot down there but we don't necessarily... 

Peter van Onselen:
Because he's a Queenslander, because he's from the bush? 

Bob Katter:
They refer to corporate Queensland. I mean, Kevin's background is of course a farming family from way back and ‑ but also that corporate Queensland, we don't stand around waiting for ‑ that's always been the Queensland way up until 20 years ago. All the Labor Governments for 40 years and then all the Country Party Governments, National, if you like, for 40 years, we don't wait around, we build the thing. We can't wait around for commercial interests until they're in place to build the infrastructure. We want the infrastructure so 10 commercial operations will take place. We were a coal importing nation in the 50s and we had this impasse with Thiess in Utah, they had all this coal, we can sell it to Japan but we can't afford to build a railway line.  There's only two of us and chicken and the egg, you know, "We're not going to do it until you have the mines", and they said "We can't build the mines until you get the railway line". Bjelke‑Petersen comes in, the railway line is built, that's corporate Queensland. The railway line is built. Queensland within the next 10 years becomes the biggest coal exporting state on earth. We build a giant power station, we seize the aluminium industry and we become one of the biggest aluminium producing states on earth. You build the infrastructure, it will happen if you're intelligent. You build dumb infrastructure, well, you'll pay the penalty. 

Peter van Onselen:
But getting back to Kevin Rudd, you say that his thinking is somewhat in tune with your own. He won't obviously fulfil all your 20 point plans but neither will Julia Gillard, neither will Tony Abbott. Now, Kevin Rudd if he were to come back... 

Bob Katter:
Tony Abbott gave me an undertaking on ethanol which he has breached so I mean, I have some worries about whether he agrees to something, then whether he's going to do it. 

Peter van Onselen:
Okay, and compare that to Kevin Rudd. Now, if Kevin Rudd... 

Bob Katter:
But that issue is ethanol by the way, the LNP has doublecrossed the people of NSW on ethanol as well. They promised before the election and they've doublecrossed them. They're not going to 10%, they're staying at 6. 

Peter van Onselen:
But if Kevin Rudd came back he would be saddled with both a carbon tax and presumably a mining tax if it passes through the Senate. Under those circumstances a Labor Government that has both of those taxes as part of its platform, would you still be able to see yourself in any way giving support in the Parliament to a Kevin Rudd Labor Party or would you look at Tony Abbott? 

Bob Katter:
I would find it very difficult on the carbon tax particularly. I mean, most of the base metals have been taken out of mining so I haven't got the strength of opinion I had before. But the mining tax needs to be modified. I mean, the Australian companies got shafted and a golden rails run was given to the foreign‑owned coal mining companies. So I mean there needs to be modification but it's a good question, I most certainly would modify my attitude I'd have to say. 

Peter van Onselen:
But that's interesting though, isn't it? 

Bob Katter:
But then again, he sacrificed arguably the Prime Ministership of Australia to do what he thought was the right thing to do. Some will say politically the right thing to do but I think you're being a little bit unfair to him now. I think he thought about it again and realised that the carbon tax was wrong for Australia, very badly wrong, and you'll destroy so many industries in Australia. All of mineral processing will vanish overseas. 

Peter van Onselen:
Have you had a conversation with him about all of this including the possibility of whether or not he could rely on some support from you were he to come back? 



Bob Katter:
Look, you know, I'm good friends with Hockey and I don't mean that to be disrespectful to Julia or Tony Abbott but I enjoy good relations with those people, they're my sort of people and I get on well with them. Yeah, we talk all the time but you know, I speak to Hock all the time too. 

Peter van Onselen:
You've spoken to Kevin Rudd about the issue of whether or not you would be in a position to support a government. 

Bob Katter:
It would be extremely improper for me to divulge whether I had or whether I hadn't so I wouldn't. Whether I had or whether I hadn't, you wouldn't be finding out about it. 

Peter van Onselen:
All right, fair enough. Let's move on to this new political party of yours, the Australian Political Party. How many candidates are you running in the Queensland election? How many seats are you hoping to pick up? 

Bob Katter:
We've only existed for about four months, you know, and we've got 60 candidates and we're very, very proud of it. I'm just absolutely staggered by ‑ I consider, you know, we had some good people in the old National Party days but vastly superior here. But we would hope to have 75 by the time we go to the election. 

Peter van Onselen:
How many seats would you want to win? 

Bob Katter:
We would want to win enough seats to have government. I mean, people don't understand this. We are... 

Peter van Onselen:
When you say "to have government" you mean to control the balance of power? 

Bob Katter:
No, no, no, we want a majority of seats in the Queensland Parliament and we don't think that that's unreasonable. They've done polling, they got Pauline Hanson so badly wrong. They were saying 5% seven weeks before the election, saying 5%. She ended up with 23. So they've got a special poll out called a "more likely/most likely poll" so they don't get it wrong with us and look stupid as they did last time. And it's saying near enough to 30% and it's consistently coming up 30%. So if we've got 30%, if we can lift that, and we've got plans in the next few weeks to lift that, and with extra candidates out there working we could reasonably expect that. We've been invisible up to date. A lot of people don't even know we exist. But that's quite a reasonable aspiration for us to have. 

Peter van Onselen:
But even if you... 

Bob Katter:
And of course, the other thing that's going in our favour is the quality of our opponents. 

Peter van Onselen:
But even if you ‑ I mean, most pundits would suggest, whether they were right or wrong about the Pauline Hanson phenomenon some time back, they would suggest at best you'll pick up, you know, handfuls of seats. Now, if you do that it's possible that you'll be in a position where you'll be able to be the kingmakers, you'll be able to decide if the Anna Bligh Government gets back or if indeed there is a move to the LNP. 

Bob Katter:
If you ask me that question, I don't know because I haven't thought about it. We're not interested in that. You know, if by some miracle they're able to hold us out the first time, they won't the second time. The people want change. They don't want a change of government because change of government changes nothing. They've been changing governments for the last 20 years and nothing has changed because the fundamentals of marketism ‑ call it economic rationalism or free markets, whatever you want to call it, marketism is the word I choose ‑ it has failed miserably, you've got no manufacturing, you've got no agriculture. I mean, what have you got? You haven't got  mining, we have got quarrying. We don't mine. Mine's when you send the metal overseas. We don't mine. We've got quarrying and we only quarry two items, that's all. Your entire economic base now is coal and iron ore quarrying, that's all. You've lost everything. That's been destroyed by the philosophy. Now, we are going to change that round immediately. A move to ethanol immediately. We build transmission lines so we can get our mines operating, which is vitally important for the northern part of the state. We're going to build dams once again and produce product once again. So I mean, suddenly we're going to be building things instead of flogging it all off overseas, exporting all of our jobs overseas, importing foreign ownership and exporting profits. 

Peter van Onselen:
But assuming that the major parties don't come to the table on the policies that you want, you say you haven't thought about it, what is your new party going to do if it's faced with a situation where it's got to decide who forms government and if neither party are willing to sort of adopt the policy approach that you're after, at least not all of it? 

Bob Katter:
You know, if they don't agree to the basic elements, and ethanol being major amongst them, the LNP has already betrayed them here, the LNP's betrayed NSW on the issue of the electricity sales. Now, these are burning questions for us.  There will be no more selling off of the assets if we're there. People will not watch on their television their country being sold. ABARE came out last week and 11.5% of Australia is now owned by foreigners. Half of Australia is desert, so the half that's left, one acre in five is owned by foreigners. What other country on earth on allow that to happen? But that is picking up speed. It will be even worse. And jobs keep getting exported, profits keep getting exported. But you know what gets imported is foreign ownership. That's what gets imported. 

Peter van Onselen:
Final question: we've been talking about the Queensland election and what your party may or may not do. What about the federal election? Now, it will be after the Queensland election obviously but are you pledging to roll out candidates across Queensland in the federal election also? 

Bob Katter:
We're going to be rolling out candidates throughout Australia and we have some of the more powerful people in the country that are very sympathetic to our cause. 

Peter van Onselen:
Your preferences could be pretty important across seats up in Queensland. 

Bob Katter:
Don't worry about... not interested in preferences. You don't understand what's going on here. People are sick of Woolworths and Coles, they're sick of watching their country be sold off, they're sick of exporting jobs. I mean, in the last week ABARE says 11.5% of our country's foreign owned, Coles announces they that they're gonna halve the price ‑ that's effectively what they said ‑ to our fruit and vegetable growers, so there will be nothing left in fruit and vegetables. Demographia says we've got the most expensive housing in the world. I mean, the NSW Government has smashed ethanol. The only country in the world that hasn't got ethanol is us. All the Americas, Canada, Brazil and the United States, biggest producer in the world, all the European countries have got biofuels. Why are we different? I mean, what, is everyone else in the world wrong and the idiot governments in Australia right? I mean Toyota announce they're leaving, that's effectively what they announced last week. 

Peter van Onselen:
You keep referring back to ethanol. I have to end with this last final question. You're very concerned that Tony Abbott, as you say, has sold out his position or his pledge to you on ethanol previously. It sounds like ‑ put every other policy to one side ‑ if Kevin Rudd was in a position where he was prepared to do what you're looking for on ethanol, then that would be a big factor for you, wouldn't it? 

Bob Katter:
Yes, it would. I filled up my motor car ‑ I've only been overseas once and I went to Brazil. I filled up my motor car for 74 cents a litre. I went to America, filled up my motor car, 84 cents a litre. They're the big ethanol states, biggest in the world, right. I come back to Australia, it's 139 cents a litre. Now, because of the nature of the sugar industry we will also be able to produce cheap electricity for our sugar mills when they're re‑jigged for ethanol. So we'll be able to produce cheap electricity and cheap petrol. Cheaper, I won't say "cheap", I'll say "cheaper". They're some big things for Australia and they'll create 20,000 jobs into the bargain. I mean, people ‑ I'll quote Mr Iemma, the Premier of NSW, he said "I will not go another day having it on my conscience that people are dying in Sydney that don't have to die" and that's why he went to ethanol. That's why the Americans went to ethanol. People are dying that don't have to die. Before the Labor movement in this country every single person that worked on the sewerage ditches here in Sydney for more than two years died of lung disease. We didn't care. Now people are dying of lung disease now because no‑one cares about what's coming out, and to quote the head of the AMA for Australia, "More people die from motor emissions than motor vehicle accidents". It is a burning question but whether we go forward, whether we build dams, whether we build canals and railway lines to get our great huge mineral resources out, that decides whether the country goes forward. Whether we say the cars in Australia that are purchased by government will be Australian cars. I mean, Mr Bush said it in the United States, Mr Obama said it in the United States. We need to say it here and that's why we are determined to seize government. 

Peter van Onselen:
All right, well, we'll see what happens.  We appreciate you joining us on Australian Agenda. Bob Katter, thanks for your time.
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